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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Approved Meeting Minutes
Recorded by Janice Pack
June 19, 2017

Members Present: Paul Renaud, Kathleen Carpenter, Jack Moran, Andre Wood
Meeting Opened: 7:05 PM
The Minutes of May 15, 2017 were reviewed.  A motion to accept the Minutes as written was made by JMoran, and seconded by PRenaud.  All were in favor; motion passed.  

Web Presence:  Paul contacted VTS (Virtual Towns and Schools, our website administrator) but hasn’t heard back from them yet. KCarpenter and JMoran both mentioned that they had looked at Peterborough’s site, and liked the way it flowed.  KCarpenter suggested we utilize the page provided to us by town first and see where we can go with that.  Hillsborough and Durham were also cited as having nice content.  Questions for VTS:  What would be the cost of one additional web page linked to the Town’s site?  How could it be edited, and is there a cost (per edit)?  Can EDAC get an email address? Can we add static content?  A “Mail To” form? What are the costs?  PRenaud will ask Aaron Patt to come to a meeting with us to review our options. Perhaps changing our July meeting to Wednesday, the 12th or 26th at 5:00 pm would work?   

 Master Plan:  Economic Development Implementation Strategies
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Planning Board public hearing for the Master Plan updates will not be held in June as the Planning Board currently has a lot of other things going on.  PRenaud asked to what extent the EDAC should be involved in the implementation of the energy chapter.  AWood felt that the EDAC should not be responsible for the solar ordinance.  AWood asked if this was something we wanted to support.  JMoran said that unless this was a town project like a solar array, we did not want to be too involved.  PRenaud said that looking at the site plan review regulations would be relevant to this committee to make it easier for prospective businesses coming in.  

Public Outreach Events 
AWood said “If our underlying goal is to get better businesses into the town, what is the next step?”  Putting information on our webpage is a good start, such as a calendar of events.  Offering programs that would be run by businesses (giving information to the public and allowing the business to promote itself) is a thought.  PRenaud wondered at what point we would need to bring this before the Select Board before we launch this program.  Sometime in the next month or two, perhaps in August, we will share our goals with them and ask for their approval and support.

Other Matters
PRenaud said that he had been to a regional broadband meeting 2 weeks ago.  AWood said that when PRenaud felt we were ready to move forward, he would be willing to reach out to Fairpoint (Consolidated).  AWood said that when his fiber was being installed, he heard that Consolidated would be committed to bringing better service to residences. PRenaud said their history showed that they would go in and update the service. 

Spirit Article
We are still looking for another member.  PRenaud would like to put something in the newsletter.  JMoran and KCarpenter both offered to help write an article.  KCarpenter suggested that the first article be an introductory one.  

KCarpenter collected information on metadata (key words) and getting student volunteers, which she sent to PRenaud; he will forward that to the rest of the Committee.

Hearing no more business to discuss, KCarpenter moved to adjourn the meeting; PRenaud seconded and all were in favor. 
The meeting Adjourned at 8:41 PM.



